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D.J. 166-012-3
V9018

Er. Joseph J. Galagy

City Atloruey

City of Athens

304 Southern Motual Building
4thons, Georgls UGG

tusr M. Galues:

Thisz ie in rofereace Lo Act 248 of the 1§75
Georgls Censvsl Asswcbly subalited to che AkLoxnsy
Gunoral pursusnt to Sectiom 5 of tha Votdsg Rights
rer of 1965. Your subcissicn was compleied an

fugust 25, 1975,

The submitted change would regquive & majority
of tha voees cost To win alacticn to the Cffice of
Nayor, Aldermsn snd Becoerder for the City of Athsus,
Coorgla. We have given caveful consideraticn o the
informotion furaished by you as well as Bursiu of
the Cogsud dats ixd informetlion and coamaacs fraa
intevested pacties, ¢a the basls of cur analysis e
zrs wnsbla to ccaclude, a3 we st under the Voting
Eights dct, that the dmpositien of tha wajority vote
Tequirement will not hove a Taclally discriminstory
efruet in the coaduct of alecticns in dtheas,

RBecont court decisions to which ve £zl odli-
gated to give great weight, indicaze that tho wajesity
vote reguirzemcnt has the potential for abridgisg
sisority vetiny sighta. Sece ¥hite v. Regester, 412
U.3. 755 (1973); Cravas v. Barnos,. 343 F. 3op9. 706 :
(s.D. Tex. 1972); Sims v. Amos, 335 F. Supp. 924 (M.D. -
Ala. 1972); Denstos v, Scott, 336 ¥. Supp. 206 (2.0
®.C. 1972). “That that potential s a realistic o in




Athens i3 1llustratsd to aome &xZaut by the Tasults of
2 couucllinanic coantaest in 1973 whea, accardiang te our
information, & black cazdidate, after being defeated
ia the primary, ran 43 sa indspendent in the general
election snd s3ainst two oppocsents won with 8 plurality
of the vota.

Tader such cirgmstaacces wo camot eeaclude that
this change will oot have the sffect of deaying oT
abridzing ths right to vete an accouat of zace Or color.
1 mugt, thevefore, o= behalf of tha sttorney General,
m:erpwe an objectisa to the implementation of Act

4."‘«- »

Cf course, as provided by Secticn 5 of the
Voting RAights Act, you have the right to seei a
declaratory judgmeat from the Pistrict Court for the
District of Calunbia thal thisz change has nelither the
purpose nor will have the affect o2 deaying o abridging
the vight to vote oo sccouat of rass. Ustlil such judy-
meat lsé rendezaed by that Court, howewver, ths legal
effect {5 to make unaaforcesble the cbnaa L njw:izy
vote vejuirgment.

Staac:aly.

J. Staaley Pottinger
Assistant Attorney Ganersl
Civil Rights Division




